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Welcome 

Wembley 




I n what is the final season of Wembley 
Stadium in its current guise, it is fitting 
that we at The Football Association have 
opted to play both F.A. Cup semi-finals here. 

There are those who feel that the most 
famous stadium in football should be ‘saved’ 
for the Final of this great competition, yet the 
supporters of the four sides 
who have progressed into 
these games will confirm 
that they are delighted to be 
making the trip to Wembley. 

Any football fan has ambi¬ 
tions to see their side play¬ 
ing at a venue that has pro¬ 
duced so many great memo¬ 
ries over the years and this 
day gives them a chance to 
do just that. 

In addition, supporters 
from all four teams will 
have been delighted that 
more tickets are available 
for a Wembley semi-final 
than would have been the 
case if the games were staged elsewhere. 

At this moment in time, no other football 
stadium in the country has a capacity to 
welcome as many spectators as we will 
have here today. 

What the Wembley venue should provide 
is a stage for ties that will produce great 
memories. Every fixture played here has its 
own atmosphere and simply glancing at 
that famous turf brings back different 
emotions for all of us, with our own indi¬ 
vidual teams having enjoyed great days 
under the Twin Towers. The odd heart¬ 
break may come to mind as well. 

Even after taking into account the long his¬ 
tory of the F.A. Cup, season 1999/2000 is 
certain to be reviewed as one of the more 
remarkable competitions ever. Manchester 
United’s withdrawal from the event allowed 
the AXA Wild Card to take centre stage 
and every Darlington fan would confirm 
that the magic of the cup was alive and well 
as they got their chance to take on Aston 
Villa in their magnificent stadium. 


Then we’ve had all the upsets. They have 
been few and far between in recent years, 
but the glorious unpredictability of the 
F.A. Cup has been back in force this sea¬ 
son as the shocks have flowed at each 
stage. The third round saw Tranmere beat 
West Ham and Wrexham beat 
Middlesbrough, with the next round also 
throwing up yet more 
surprises. Certainly, none 
of us will forget the con¬ 
troversy and drama that 
surrounded the Tranmere 
vs Sunderland tie which 
was eventually won by 
John Aldridge’s First 
Division battlers. 

The fifth round brought a 
fantastic victory for 
Second Division 
Gillingham over Sheffield 
Wednesday and the draw 
for the quarter-finals 
ensured that at least one 
club from outside the 
Premier would be in these 
semi-finals, with Bolton Wanderers earning 
that right thanks to their quarter-final suc¬ 
cess over Charlton. It is good to see a so- 
called underdog representing the 
Nationwide League here at Wembley in a 
season when upsets have played such a 
huge part in the remarkable F.A. Cup story. 

The cynics were quick to suggest that the 
F.A. Cup may be losing some of its gloss at 
the start of this season, but that theory has 
been put safely to bed after a few months of 
quite gripping drama. These semi-finals have 
some standard to live up to, but the four 
teams taking part have earned their place in 
the last four and whoever emerges victori¬ 
ous will make worthy Finalists next month. 

Enjoy your day at Wembley and may the 
best team win. 


Geoff Thompson 

Chairman 
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While the giants of Midlands foot¬ 
ball have been F.A. Cup win¬ 
ners on a magnificent seven 
occasions, only a few of their 
fans here today will recall the 
last time they triumphed in 
this competition. Having 
failed to lift the trophy since 
1957, all at Villa Park believe 
a victory on the biggest day 
in the English football 
calendar is overdue. 

Gregory points 
out that the 
Villa fans 
should 
guard 
against 
feeling too 
excited about 
today’s game. “It’s only a 
semi-final and there is no point in 
getting carried away with it,” he 
stresses. “We have been in one 
semi-final already this season and 
choked in the Worthington Cup 
against Leicester. We didn’t play 
well at all in that game and 
deserved to lose. 


W hen The Football Association 
handed Aston Villa boss John 
Gregory a touch line ban earli¬ 
er this season, few appreciated the sig¬ 
nificance of his punishment. For a man¬ 
ager who loved nothing better than 
bounding around the touch line it 
seemed the most severe penalty possible 
for his comments on referees, but that 
dug-out exile proved to be the catalyst 
for a Villa revival that has taken them all 
the way to Wembley. 


The ban forced Gregory to give up his 
familiar energetic ranting for a more com¬ 
posed place in the directors box through¬ 
out December, but Villa’s recent revival 
has persuaded him to stay in the stands, 
from where he is likely watch this after¬ 
noon’s FA Cup semi-final at Wembley. 


“It is no coincidence that we have had a 
massive improvement since I’ve stopped 
screaming at everyone and had polite chats 
with the directors instead,” he accepts. “If 
I needed any evidence that the players pre¬ 
fer me sitting up in the stand, they gave it 
to me a few weeks ago. I asked them 
whether they wanted me back on the side¬ 
lines and they politely told me to stay 
where I was, so that is what I intend to do. 


“I used to get all my emotions and frustra¬ 
tions out down there, but that doesn’t 
always help. Now I am learning to control 
myself better and the results have 


Not many Villa managers stave 
off the threat of the sack when 
the pressure comes on and few 
fans gave |ohn Gregory hope of 
inspiring glor> this season. Those 
who criticised him may have to 
concede they were too quick to 
judge if he secures a famous victory 
here today. Should he follow that up 
with the ultimate glory next month, 
Aston Villa followers will forever 
owe him a debt. 


improved. Maybe I should thank all those 
referees that got me into trouble earlier in 
the season because we seem to have struck 
on something good here.” 


The only way the players now feel the 
Gregory heat during a match is by a 
ringing phone in the dug out. “I’ve 
got the phone link to the bench and 
Alan Wright tells me with a smile 
that the players shudder when they 
hear it,” he quips. “Wrighty plays 
down that flank so he hears it 
going and if it’s ringing off 
the hook, he passes the 
message on that the boss 
isn’t happy. It seems to 
have a far better effect 
than me screaming my 
guts out.” 


The new reserved 
Gregory may struggle to 
hold back his feelings 
this afternoon as a 
place in the F.A. Cup 
Final is on the line. 

He admits that his 
position as Villa 
boss was hanging 
by a thread just a 
few months ago, as 
his team slumped 
from one defeat to 
the next, but all 
that has turned 


around in the months since and victory 
this afternoon will put him one step away 
from the Villa Hall of Fame. 


“All I will say to my players before 
the Bolton game is remember how 
you felt after losing at Filbert 
Street a couple of months ago. 

We never want to go through that 
again. The chance is there to get 
to an F.A. Cup Final and we have 
to take it with both hands." 
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T ^fce final whistle of Bolton’s F.A. Cup 
.. j^r.cr final brought scenes of wild 
ce ebrations around their impressive 
Reefaok Stadium, but no one present on 
that glorio us afternoon felt more pride in 
. r achievement than Wanderers manag¬ 
er Sam Allardyce. 

e fact that he could barely contain his 
. .lted 'mile after the whistle uncovered 
true feelings as he led the club he calls 
~ ' own back to the venue where they 
_ume legends. “This has always been my 
. lub and that will never change whatever 
appens in the future,” he stated in the 
aftermath of that 1 -0 triumph over 
Charlton. “To see so many Bolton fans 
delighted by a result was something that 
filled me with pride. It is hard to describe 
how I feel about what we have done in the 
F.A. Cup this season.” 

His joy on that famous Saturday in mid- 
February was contrasted by his despair on 
a dark night at Prenton Park a few weeks 
before as Tranmere Rovers put paid to 
Bolton’s dreams in the Worthington Cup 
semi-finals. The animosity between the two 
camps that night was evident for all to see, 
but it was merely a measure of the passion 
Allardyce feels for this club. 

As a player, he gave his body and soul to 
the Bolton cause and now he has the 
opportunity to do the same as a manager. 
“That Worthington Cup defeat was a mas¬ 
sive blow to everyone at the club and the 
fact that we didn’t do ourselves justice 
over the two legs against Tranmere made it 
all the more difficult to accept. 


“We played so well against Charlton in 
the F.A. Cup quarter-final, but when you 
only have a 1 -0 lead there is always a 
doubt in your mind. We missed a lot 
of chances against a top quality 
side who I am sure will be in 
the Premiership next season and 
it was a difficult last few min¬ 
utes. But we hung on and there 
is no doubt we deserve this day 
at Wembley.” 


A play-off spot has long been their most 
realistic bet for a return to the top flight, 
though the fact they are already at 
Wembley in mid-April is a massive boost 
to the club’s finances. That, in itself, 
is a good reason for holding these 
last four games here. “People say 
that this is only a semi-final and I 
agree that the F.A. Cup is all about 
the biggest day of the season at 
mbley in May, but we have this 
chance and have to take it,” 
says Allardyce 


“It’s the last season of 
the stadium as we 
know it and Bolton 
have a proud record 
there dating back 
over many years. We 
were the first win¬ 
ners of the F.A. Cup 
at Wembley so who 
knows, it might be 
our turn again. I 
hope our name is on 
the trophy and 
maybe history wants 
the stadium to begin 
and end with Bolton 
being winners.” 

Behind the big man’s 
delight in leading his side 
out against Villa today will 
be the realisation that he 
still faces a tough job at 
Bolton. Premiership foot¬ 
ball is demanded at a club 
who have been at the 
heart of English football 
for decades and the reali¬ 
ties are all too obvious for 
Allardyce. “The difference 
in finance between the 
top flight and First Division is 
massive,” he adds. “It is hard for a 
club like us to hold onto our best 
players and if you do have to sell 
all the time, it makes the manager’s 
job very difficult.” 


Such concerns will not be worry¬ 
ing him this afternoon. This will 
all be about Sam Allardyce living 
out the dream of a lifetime with his 
beloved Bolton. 


Bolton’s first target 
this season was 
always promo¬ 
tion, but after 
the sale of star 
midfielder Per 
Frandsen 
sparked the 
departure of 
manager Colin 
Todd just a 
few weeks 
into the cam¬ 
paign, that 
aim always 
seemed a long 
shot. Allardyce 
left Notts 
County as the 
lure of his 
beloved Bolton 
proved too 
much to turn 
down and he 
has revived 
their fortunes 
to an extent. 

















spoke of his sadness at the 
5 news. “Everyone wanted to see 
f the great Stan Matthews play,” 
f reflected Sir Bobby Charlton. “I 
r remember being taken along by 
my father to watch him and he 
f was a very special player. I would 
say he is up there with the greatest 
footballers of all time, don’t worry 
about that. His name is revered round 
the world.” 


Sir Stan was bom in Hanley on February 
1st 1915, the third of four sons to boxer 
Jack Matthews. His life in football began 
in 1929 when he was snapped up by his 
beloved Stoke City to do menial duties 
around the club. They didn’t take long to 
appreciate that they had a genius in the 
making and he became a professional play¬ 
er for the club three years later. 


He quickly established himself in the side, 
then helped Stoke into the top flight and 
to a fourth place finish in the First 
Division in 1936. His England debut had 
come in a game against Wales in Cardiff a 
couple of years before and was to continue 
for a remarkable 23 years. Were it not for 
the war, his caps total would have far sur¬ 
passed his final haul of 54, the last of 
which came against Denmark in 
Copenhagen in May 1957. 


His legend as The Wizard of the Dribble’ 
was already assured long before the 
famous ‘Matthews Cup Final’ of 1953, 
where he finally won the F.A. Cup winners 
medal he so craved. His magic on the wing 
created chances which Stan Mortensen and 
Bill Perry converted to give Blackpool a 


I f there was any doubt that football leg¬ 
end Sir Stanley Matthews had a unique 
sense of timing, it came as England 
faced Argentina in a glamour friendly here 
at Wembley last February. On what proved 
to be his final day as a living legend of the 
beautiful game, he still managed to steal 
all the headlines. 

England’s impressive performance on the 
night may have taken up a bulk of the 
back pages on Thursday February 24th 
2000, but the main headlines were 
reserved for the great Matthews. On a day 
when the eyes of the nation were focused 
on Wembley Stadium, it was fitting that 
one of the greatest players to ever grace 
this stage would make his final bow. 

News of his passing brought the tributes 
pouring in from the biggest names in 
world football and the next great hero of 
the English game was visibly shocked as he 


thrilling 4-3 win over Nat Lofthouse’s 
Bolton. 

Despite being named as the first ever 
European Footballer of the Year in 1956, 
the England selectors often found excuses 
not to pick Stan for the national side and 
he was dropped on numerous occasions. 
But the public demanded that their golden 
boy should play and his presence at any 
stadium around the country was said to 
have put around 10,000 on the gate. 

Matthews became the first footballer to 
receive a knighthood in 1965 and then 
played his final game in Stoke colours at 
the age of 50 years and five days. He has 
since gone on record to suggest that retir¬ 
ing was the biggest mistake of his life. “I 
could have gone on for another couple of 
years at least,” he said without even a 
smile touching his lips. 

The tribute from his former England team¬ 
mate Sir Tom Finney was heart warming. 
“Stan was so fit and looked after his body 
and that is why he carried on playing until 
he was in his 50s. That was an incredible 
achievement and even at that age, he was 
probably in better shape than most of the 
youngsters trying to beat him. He had skill 
in abundance and that would have meant 
he could fit into any team in the modem 
era. We will all miss him greatly.” 

Having enjoyed such a glorious life in foot¬ 
ball, Sir Stanley Matthews’ passing should 
not have been recorded as a moment of 
sadness. Instead, it gave us all the opportu¬ 
nity to give a national treasure one final 
send-off. 
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I n a career that has featured more than a 
few near misses in cup competitions, 

Aston Villa midfielder Steve Stone stands 
on the brink of a lifetime ambition today. 

The furthest he had gone in the F.A. Cup 
prior to this season was the last eight and the 
only time he managed that with Nottingham 
Forest, it was Aston Villa ending his dream in 
1996. Given a second chance to reach a 
semi-final four years later ~ this time in a 
Villa shirt - he grasped it with both hands 
and turned on a man of the match display in 
the impressive victory over Everton last 
February. Yet he scoffs at suggestions that 
they have been fortunate to draw the only 
lower league side left in the last four. 

“People might look at the draw and initially 
think it could have been a lot worse,” he 
accepts. “But no one at Aston Villa is 
underestimating Bolton. Once you get into a 
semi-final, it really doesn’t matter who you 
get because strange things happen on days 
like this. We thought we had a real chance of 
reaching Wembley in the Worthington Cup a 
few weeks back, but made a mess of it in that 
semi-final against Leicester, so we are not 
taking anything for granted. 

“Just look at Tranmere. No one would have 
given them much hope of getting past 
Sunderland, Coventry, Middlesbrough and 
West Ham in cup games this season, but they 
did all that and then nearly won the 
Worthington Cup.” 


At least Stone can now look forward to big 
games with some optimism after a year in 
the wilderness with Villa. It was slightly 
curious that a manager who paid some £5 
million to secure the services of a proven 
England international midfielder then opted 
not to play him for the best part of twelve 
months, but given his chance in the 
position he feels is his best, Steve has hit 
top form. 

“It has all turned on its head for me, but 
that is always likely to happen in football,” 
he continues. “I wasn’t given too many 
chances for a long time and I just had to try 
and impress the manager in training or with 
the reserves, which is never too easy. 

Playing with young lads in front of a few 
hundred people is not really the best 
place to show what you can 
do. My confidence was 
knocked, but now I’m 
back in the side and 
feeling good about 
my game again. I 
always fancied a 
central midfield role 
and it has worked out 
well for me.” 

Steve is in favour of this semi¬ 
final being played at Wembley, despite some 
arguing that this great venue should be 
reserved for the F.A. Cup Final itself. “The 
purists might like to see these games 
elsewhere, but I have never been in a semi¬ 


final before and I’m delighted it’s going to 
be at Wembley,” he adds. 

“There are thousands of fans getting into 
this game that wouldn’t have had a chance 
if it was staged elsewhere so that has to be 
a good thing. And there is no better place 
to play. I had some great nights there 
playing for England prior to Euro’96 and I 
can’t get enough of the place. I would love 
it even more if we are back there for the 
F.A. Cup Final in May.” 

A Geordie through and through, Steve 
admits he has contemplated the possibility 
of a Newcastle vs Villa Final next month. “I 
have supported them in the last two Cup 
Finals, but I will be desperate to beat 
Newcastle if we play them this season,” 
he smiles, whilst considering 
what a nightmare such a 
scenario could be as his 
relatives in the North 
East would be 
pestering him for 
Wembley tickets. 
However, that is a 
dilemma he would relish. 

After all too long in the 
shadows, Steve Stone’s return to 
form has helped revitalise an Aston Villa 
team that were going no-where before 
Christmas. Today he could place his name 
in the club’s record books. 


urn YOU KNOW... 

Tottenham Hotspur have 
appeared in four F.A. Cup semi¬ 
finals in the past ten years, losing 
three times. Only Manchester United 
have reached the last four more 
often than Spurs in 
recent years. 
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Aston Villa Bolton Wanderers 









F rom the moment Gareth Southgate missed the vital 
penalty in a Worthington Cup shoot-out against West 
Ham last December, Aston Villa’s season has taken a 
dramatic turn for the better. 


It is a curious fact that defeat in a quarter-final 
tie at Upton Park has been the catalyst for a 
Villa revival that was helped along by them 
being given another crack in the League Cup 
after West Ham’s use of a cup-tied player. 

"It’s been a massive turnaround for us,” 
confirms Gareth. “Things were not looking 
too good shortly before Christmas and there 
was a suggestion that the boss may be out of a 
job if results didn’t improve quickly. 


“But he has managed to turn things around 
and the transformation has been pretty 
impressive. There is a real will to win in the 
dressing room now and that is carrying us 
through games that we may well have been 
losing in the middle part of the season.” 


Southgate has built his 
considerable reputation on his 
solidity at the back, yet it took a 
handful of rare goals from the Villa 
skipper to fire new confidence into 
his teammates. “The wins at Leeds 
and against Southampton in the 
cup were important,” recalls 
Gareth of games in which he 
scored the vital goals. “But 
circumstances have meant we had 
to change a few things. 


“Dion Dublin’s injury has given us 
a different focus in attack and 
allowed Paul Merson to come back 
into the side. Merse has been doing 
exceptionally well of late and we 
are now playing in a system that 
suits the players. The back three 
has been put in place again and the 
players at the club feel comfortable 
in that formation.” 


Gareth Southgate is the sort of calm figure who looks at 
home in any formation. 


B ob Taylor’s arrival at Bolton Wanderers was hardly 
recognised as one of the most significant moments in 
the history of the famous old club. Signing on loan as 
cover for a depleted striking line as they 
fought for their Premiership lives in the 
spring of 1998, it was unclear whether he 
would have a future at the club once the 
season had come to an end. 


Just 12 Premiership games and three goals 
later and Taylor’s name was top of the 
club’s wanted list. After six and a half goal 
packed seasons with West Brom, Taylor 
had proved that he still had the capacity to 
shine at the top and after signing for 
Bolton on a permanent basis, he has taken 
that goalscoring form with him. 


Firing 15 First Division goals as Bolton 
came within one victory of an instant 
return to the Premiership last season, 
Taylor emphasised once more that he is a 
quality poacher at any level. Having scored 
close on 200 league goals in a career that 
has also taken in Leeds and Bristol City, 
that fact should never have been in 
doubt anyway. 


One thing his career has never thrown up is a lengthy 
cup run so Bolton’s two semi-final appearances this 
season have been somewhat of a novelty for the 33- 
year-old. “We all thought we had a real chance of 
getting through to the Worthington Cup Final, but let 
ourselves down badly against Tranmere,” he reflects. 
“That probably spurred us on in the F.A. Cup and 
now we have a chance of going all the way. 


“This is the furthest I have ever been in the cup and 
when we played our fifth round tie against 
Cambridge a few weeks ago it reminded me of my 
last visit to that ground in the F.A. Cup. That was in 
my Bristol City days and they beat us 5-1 at the same 
stage of the competition. It was nice to get that one 
out of my system.” 


Two Bob Taylor goals against Cambridge last january 
ensured that his own personal dreams run would not come 
to another sticky end at the Abbey Stadium. It also pushed 
Bolton a giant step closer to the ultimate glory 




/m 


THE F.A. CUP 


The F.A. Cup sponsored by AXA - Semi-final He 



































I t was always going to be an historic 
occasion as the Football Association 
broke with age old tradition and decid¬ 
ed to play an F.A. Cup semi-final at 
Wembley Stadium for the first time. The 
date was April 14th 1991 and for the sup¬ 
porters of the teams taking centre stage it 
was the game that meant more than any 
other in this generation. 


Arsenal may have been leading the First 
Division championship race at the time, but 
their followers knew that defeat against 
arch rivals Tottenham in a game billed as 
‘The North London Cup Final’ would 
dampen any celebrations should they go on 
to land the biggest prize. Sadly for them, 
their worst fears were realised as Spurs not 
only stormed to a famous victory, but did it 
in a manner that will never be forgotten. 


The inimitable Paul Gascoigne had single 
handedly carried Tottenham through 
games against Oxford, Portsmouth and 
Notts County and 
with stories of the 
club’s financial 
crisis filling the 
back pages of the 
newspapers every 
day, the scene was 
set. The fact that 
Arsenal boss 
George Graham 
was squaring off 
against the char¬ 
acter who had 
been best man at 
his wedding - 
Spurs manager 
Terry Venables ~ 
completed a star- 
studded cast list. 


And the biggest 
star on show did¬ 
n’t wait too long 
to steal the lime¬ 
light. Gascoigne had just recovered from a 
hernia operation that he had immediately 
after the quarter-finals and there were 
doubts right up to the day of the game 
over whether he would play. In the end, he 
only managed an hour, but what a 60 min¬ 
utes he gave for his club. 

His legendary 30-yards free-kick that 


bundled in from close range. The 
Tottenham fans who feared their more 
powerful rivals would inflict a humiliating 
defeat on them at Wembley could hardly 
believe what they were seeing. 

Just to add to the drama, Alan Smith pulled 
one back for the Gunners shortly before the 


blasted past David Seaman in the third 
minute of the game was instantly 
described as one of the finest ever seen at 
this stadium and has been replayed on 
television as much as any goal ever 
scored. How Arsenal fans must cringe 
every time that 
effort is includ¬ 
ed in lists of the 
greatest strikes 
of all time. 


break and the tension in the opening stages 
of the second half were all too evident both 
on and off the pitch. Those nerves were 
shattered by Lineker’s second as Seaman let 
a weak shot slip through his grasp and gave 
Spurs the cushion they needed. 


“We didn’t need to be told what the 
result meant to our fans and to win it in 
such style made the day all the more spe¬ 
cial. Gazza’s goal was out of this world 
and he had been in that sort of form 
throughout the cup run. I will never for¬ 
get that afternoon.” 


The fact that Arsenal snatched revenge 
over their deadliest rivals in another 
Wembley F.A. Cup semi-final just two 
years later is almost forgotten amidst the 
memories of their first ever meeting here. 


It was Gazza’s 
brilliance that 
gave Spurs a 
second after just 
10 minutes as 
his ingenious 
one-two with 
Paul Allen 
allowed the little 
winger to square 
for Gary 
Lineker, who 


The latest attempt to secure a League and 
Cup double had been halted and the 
extended celebrations of Tottenham's 
heroes emphasised just what it meant to 
all at the club. “We went on to beat 
Nottingham Forest in the Final that year 
and it felt like we had won the F.A. Cup 
twice,” reflects Spurs skipper of the day 
Gary Mabbutt. 
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DAVID JAMES (goalkeeper) 

Dorn: 01.08.70 

lames has re-established himself as a real 
star since moving from Liverpool to Aston 
Villa last summer. He was the subject of 
more than a little criticism during his time 
at Anfield, but now that he is appreciated 
the class is coming out. Once filled the 
goal for England. 



PETER ENCKELMAN (goalkeeper) 

Dorn: 10.03.77 

Made a Villa debut in the defeat at Arsenal 
earlier this season and has regularly 
stepped-in for David James when injury 
has hit the club’s No. 1. Played his part in 
the F.A. Cup quarter-final win 
over Everton. 


STEVE WATSON (defender) 

80ffl: 01.04.74 

Newcastle through and through during his 
time with the St James’ Park giants. Bom 
in the North East, Watson would relish an 
F.A. Cup Final clash with the Geordies 
next month, but he will be more con¬ 
cerned about winning a place in this 
Villa side. 


ALAN WRIGHT (defender) 

Rorn: 28.09.71 

A consistent performer who rarely has a 
bad day at the office. Wright has been a 
key man in the Villa line-up since his move 
from Blackburn in the 1994/95 season and 
has come close to an England appearance 
on several occasions. 


GARETH SOUTHGATE (defender) 

8orn: 03.09.70 

Villa’s inspirational captain and leader who 
will be desperate to push them over the 
finishing line here today. The England 
centre-back has endured a couple of near 
misses in F.A. Cup semi-finals over the 
years and will believe his time has come. 



UG0 EHI0GU (defender) 

Horn: 03.11.72 

A giant centre-half who is an intimidating 
opponent for any striker. Ugo has been in 
sparkling form of late and his presence at 
the back is vital to John Gregory’s plans. 
Played for England on one occasion in 
1996, but hasn’t been considered at inter¬ 
national level since. 
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GARETH CARRY (defender) 

Rorn: 23.02.81 

Won a call-up to the England squad for 
the Argentina game last February. So 
young, yet the left sided defender shows 
great composure on the ball and experts 
predict that he will develop into a top 
quality international. 

MARK DELANEY (defender) 

Ooffl: 13.05.70 

Played his part in the F.A. Cup quarter¬ 
final success over Everton. A defender 
who started his career at Cardiff City and 
has made a successful jump to the 
Premiership this season. Made his full 
debut for Wales a few weeks ago. 

LEE HENDRIE (midfielder) 

8orn ; 18.05.77 

A little genius with the ball at his feet, 
Hendrie won his First full cap for England 
during Glenn Hoddle’s Final game in 
charge of the national side in November 
1998. He has struggled to hit top form this 
term, but is liable to click into gear at any 
moment in a game. 


















GEORGE BOATENG (midfielder) 

Born: 05.09.75 

Struggled to capture his best form after his 
move from Coventry last summer, but now 
that he has found his feet at Villa Park, 
Boateng is emerging as a real star. His 
revival has coincided with the side’s return 
to the top. 

STEVE STONE (midfielder) 

Born: 20.08.71 

Stone was the forgotten man at Villa Park 
as John Gregory refused to give him a run 
in the first team after paying Nottingham 
Forest £5 million to secure his services last 
season. Now that the winger has been 
given his chance, he has looked back to his 
best. Man of the Match in the F.A. Cup 
quarter-final win over Everton. 



IAN TAYLOR (midfielder) 

Born: 04.06.68 

Villa fans were hailing Taylor as the coun¬ 
try’s best midfielder for a time this season 
as his goalscoring exploits were grabbing 
the attention. The former Port Vale and 
Sheffield Wednesday man is always a 
threat breaking from midfield. 



ALAN THOMPSON (midfielder) 

Born: 22.12.73 

A battling midfielder signed from Bolton 
last season. Represented England at youth 
and under-21 level, Thompson has a habit 
of lashing in long range shots that make 
him a regular goalscorer. 

PAUL MERS0N (midfielder/striker) 
Boril: 20.03.68 

Merse has found his most sparkling form 
since coming back into the side in the last 



few months. Won the F.A. Cup during his 
days with Arsenal and has the ability to 
transform a game with a single moment 
of brilliance. 


JULIAN JOACHIM (striker) 

Born: 20.09.74 

JJ’s pace and finishing have been at the 
centre of Villa’s return to form since 
Christmas and in the absence of the 
injured Dion Dublin, Joachim has carried 
a heavy workload. He will be a big threat 
to the Bolton back line this afternoon. 



BENITO CARBONE (striker) 

Born: 14.08.71 

Villa’s F.A. Cup talisman this season. The 
Italian’s spectacular hat-trick against Leeds 
in the fifth round was a turning point in 
the club’s season and his winner in the 
quarter-final at Everton took them into 
this Wembley semi-final. Beni will need to 
be at his best today. 


DARIUS VASSELL (Striker) 

Born: 13.06.80 

A youngster who has burst through the 
ranks at Villa Park and is a regular squad 
man for John Gregory. He may be called 
upon to change the game at Wembley. 
Recoving from injury and may struggle to 
be fit for Wembley. 
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A ston Villa were in a no win situa¬ 
tion when they were pulled out of 
the bag to face the AXA Wild Card 
in this season’s F.A. Cup third round. At a 
time when John Gregory’s men were strug¬ 
gling to find any sort of form, there was 
always a danger that the lower league side 
would cause a massive upset, but victory 
over Darlington kick-started their season 
and from there it has been one success 
after the next. 


Southgate scores the winner 
against Southampton 


FOURTH 

SOUTHAMPTON (h) 1-0 
Southgate 20 

Aston Villa skipper Gareth Southgate is 
not famed for his consistency in front of 
opposing goals, but for a period after this 
game he was the club’s only goalscorer of 
the new century. Following on from his 
two goals against Leeds in the 
Premiership, Southgate’s tap-in against the 
Saints came amidst an improved 
Villa Park display. 


Southgate was talking positively 
after his side’s progress to the Fifth 
round of the biggest knock-out 
competition of them all. “The con¬ 
fidence is returning to the players 
and that is vital,” he said. “If I 
keep scoring the goals anything is 
possible, but three in a week is 
better than I could have expected.” 


FIFTH 


LEEDS UNITED (h) 3-2 
Carbone 32, 58, 68 


Villa haven’t been to Wembley in an F.A. 
Cup tie since 1957, so it took these four 
victories to ensure that their long vigil will 
come to an end this afternoon. 

THIRD 

DARLINGTON (h) 2-1 
Carbone 43, Dublin 63 

Villa negotiated a tricky tie against Third 
Division upstarts Darlington, but there 
were a few shaky moments for the 
Premiership side. Dario were challenging 
for promotion and brimming with confi¬ 
dence, so even without some of their key 
men they proved they could rise to 
another level. 

The Premiership side relied on goals from 
Beni Carbone and Dion Dublin to carry 
them into the next round and though 
Darlington pulled one back and had 
chances to force a replay, Gregory declared 
himself happy with the victory. “I felt we 
should have won by a bigger margin, but 
we are through to the next round and that 
is all important.” 


before Benito Carbone decided it on his 
own. With Leeds 2-1 ahead, his auda¬ 
cious long range effort was the stuff of a 
master and the Italian’s winner - after a 
blood spattered Paul Merson set-up - 
secured a famous victory. 


SIXTH 

EVERTON (a) 2-1 
Stone 16, Carbone 45 


Looking at the sides left in the F.A. Cup 
prior to the quarter-final draw, Villa could 
have expected better than a daunting trip 
to Goodison Park. What was unquestion¬ 
ably the tie of the round lived up to its 
billing as a thrilling battle was decided by 
another Carbone goal. 


Steve Stone was the star man on a day 
when he headed the opening goal and 
turned in a passionate display that finally 
won him a place in the hearts of all Villa 
fans. It took a great burst from Merson to 
set up the second as his shot was only par¬ 
ried and Carbone was there to tap home 
the winner just before the break. After 
that, Villa hung on for a win and their fans 
started making plans for Wembley. 


The Premiership pace-setters 
arrived at Villa Park 
in confident 
mood after a 
series of 
thrilling vic¬ 
tories, yet 
the men in 
Claret and 
Blue had the 
psychological 
edge of having 
beaten David 
O’Leary’s team at 
Elland Road in the first 
week of January. 


In front of a live national 
television audience, the 
teams produced a sensa¬ 
tional cup tie that swung 
one way and then the next 


Boateng and Joachim congratulate 
Carbone after his first of three 


against Leeds 
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Above: Paul Merson in action. 


When that didn’t arrive, Merse wasted lit¬ 
tle time in announcing his international 
retirement and can feel satisfied that his 
final display in an England shirt saw 
him crowned man of the match and 
score a goal as the Czech Republic were 
beaten here at Wembley in November 
1998. “People were saying that I might 
have a chance of getting back into the 
England squad, but I can honestly say it 
never crossed my mind,” says Merse. 


Confidence and contentment are the key 
factors that have revitalised Merson to 
new heights in recent weeks and Villa will 
need their magic man to be at his best if 
they are to see off Bolton this afternoon. 
Boss Gregory admits the player he 
brought to the midlands from 
Middlesbrough did hit a mid-summer cri¬ 
sis that placed his entire career in doubt. 


“I never laid it on the line to Paul because 
it is entirely up to him whether or not he 
wants to make a success of his career at 
this stage,” he states.. “He is a grown 
man and has a mind of his own. 
Sometimes that mind has not been as sen¬ 
sible as it could have been and that was 
what Paul had to overcome. 


“It has been tough for him, but life is a 
nice place to be for Paul Merson at the 
moment and it is good to see. The last 
few weeks have shown that he does care 
about his football and hopefully he never 
goes back to his old ways again. If he 
does, he knows what I will do because 
I’ve never had any qualms about dropping 


a player who is not on top of his game, 
however big a name he might be.” 

Gregory has proved that fact with his 
treatment of several highly paid stars on 
his books. If you are not performing the 
way he wants, then the chances are you 
will not be playing first team football for 
Aston Villa, but Merson respects that 
position. “I know this is all about a 
team effort and if the manager 
feels we have a better 
chance of winning a 
game by not 
putting me in 
the side then 
I don’t have 
a problem 
with that. 

“I came off at half-time in the quarter¬ 
final at Everton, but we went on to win 
the game and that will do for me. I had 
played my part in that win and it got us 
into an F.A. Cup semi-final, so you can’t 
knock the manager after that.” 


Paul Merson: 
Back in form. 


Comments such as those suggest that 
Merson is indeed content with life at 
Aston Villa. Having bought himself a pad 
right next to the Villa training ground, he 
has emphasised his commitment to the 
club and his performances since the turn 
of the year inspired talk that he could win 
an England recall for the friendly against 
Argentina last February. 


“There are enough young players around 
to take my place and you can understand 
why Keegan is looking at those. My target 
with England was to get into the squad for 
the last World Cup and I managed to do 
that and play in a couple of games. That 
was a great memory for me to take from 
an international career and now I want to 
concentrate on Villa. We have got a mas¬ 
sive semi-final coming up at Wembley and 
my focus has got to be on that.” 


Responsibility is not a word Merson has 
been associated with too much over the 
years, but he has the respect of all his 
team-mates at Villa Park and has been 
setting a fine example in the last few 
months. Big game players invariably pro¬ 
duce when it really matters and Paul 
Merson has proved throughout his career 
that he can be a Wembley match winner 
when it really matters. 


I f an F.A. Cup semi-final doesn’t inspire 
a footballer nothing will, yet just a few 
months ago Paul Merson didn’t feel 
motivated for any match. The Aston Villa 
midfielder confessed that he had slipped 
back into his old habits and manager lohn 
Gregory was in no mood to accept him 
into his team. 
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In what is the final year of Wembley as we know it, The Football 
Association had little hesitation in bringing both of their F.A. Cup 
semi-finals here this season. Indeed, the decision to play these two 
fixtures at this venue was taken some time ago as everyone in the 
game appreciates the significance of this stadium to football fans 
across the country. 


Semi-final 


T here are those who doubt 
the merits of Wembley 
playing host to semi¬ 
finals, with their theory being 
that it should be saved for the 
Final itself. But for supporters of 
the four sides who have battled 
through to these games, the 
choice of this venue means that 
their ticket allocation is bigger 
than it would have been if 
today’s tie had been staged 
anywhere else. And at the end 
of this F.A. Cup semi-final, the 
emotions for the winners and 
losers will be the same as they 
have been for generations. 

Here are just a few of the names, 
games and stats that make up the 
F.A. Cup semi-final story. 


THE MEGA-STAR IS BORN 


Some players have enjoyed their 
single moment of glory in F.A. Cup 
semi-finals, yet those whose goals 
or performances have booked 
Cup Final tickets are forever 
enshrined in the hearts of 
supporters. There are certainly 
worse tags a player could be 
given as he disappears into the 
footballing afterlife. 


For one David Beckham, it is a tag 
he carried for a slightly shorter 
period after he burst onto the scene 
with the winning goal for 
Manchester United in 1996. A bit 
part player in the side prior to the 
semi-final tie against Chelsea at Villa 
Park, injuries forced Alex Ferguson to 
make last minute alterations to his line¬ 
up and Beckham was given his chance. 
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The young Londoner 
certainly stole that 
moment as he 
bagged a winner, but 
still seemed unsure 
of his place in the 
side in the build-up 
to the Final against 
Liverpool. “I would 
love to get the 
opportunity to play in 
the Final,” he said in 
the official programme 
for the Cup Final that 
season. "I have only 
ever been to Wembley 
as a spectator and just 
getting the chance to 
stand on the pitch 
prior to the 1995 
Final was a great 
moment for me. 

“I’m sure there will 
be a few nerves if 
the manager gives 
me my chance 
because this is 
not like any other 
game. But I think I 
can handle the 
pressure.” 


A young David Beckham 
lifts the FA Cup in 1996 


Those words from a youthful Beckham 
look curious now that he has become the 
latest football mega-star, but the dream 
started for him in an F.A. Cup semi-final. 

LAST FOUR HEARTBREAK KID 

The legend goes that there is nothing 
worse than losing a semi-final. After all, 
should you make it through to the Final, 
at least there is the memories of the 
build-up to the big day and all that goes 
with an appearance on the most 
celebrated day of the season to cherish, 
but losing when you are so close is hard 
to accept. 

It is a position Tottenham’s Darren 
Anderton is all too familiar with having 
lost at this stage of the competition with 
two clubs in his stop-start career. “A lot 
of people talk about my bad record in 
semi-finals and that is not surprising 
when you have lost as many as I have,” 
smiles the midfielder who has fallen at 
the last hurdle of the F.A. Cup on four 
occasions. “Losing with Portsmouth in 
1992 was very tough because we were 
just seconds away from beating Liverpool 
and that would have been an amazing 
achievement for a small club. Then we 
were beaten in the replay on penalties to 
make it worse. 



















Darren Anderton fires Portsmouth in front against Liverpool in 1992 


“I lost with Spurs against Arsenal, of all 
teams, in 1993 and followed that up with 
another defeat against Everton in 1995. 
Thankfully, that bad run ended for me 
when we got past Wimbledon and reached 
the Worthington Cup Final.” 

Anderton may have thought his semi-final 
nightmare was over after that last success 
last season, only for the curse to strike 
again a matter of weeks after collecting his 
first winners medal in the game. This time 
it was Alan Shearer and Newcastle cutting 
off his path to a first ever F.A. Cup Final. 

THE MOST APPEARANCES 

It may come as somewhat of a surprise 
that there is a club which has appeared in 
more F.A. Cup semi-finals than mighty 
Manchester United. Indeed, were it not for 
United’s remarkable run of success in this 
competition over recent seasons, Everton’s 
23 last-four battles would have been far 
and away the largest total in the history of 
this competition. 

United stand just one behind the Toffees 
having played in 22 semis, with Arsenal 
and Liverpool a further couple behind the 
Red Devils having both reached this stage 
of the competition 20 times. Then comes a 
curious entry into the record books with 


“Losing with 
Portsmouth in 1992 
was very tough 
because we were just 
seconds away from 
beating Liverpool” 


West Bromwich Albion next on the list. 
The fact that they have only won the F.A. 
Cup on five occasions is somewhat of a 
disappointment having reached the last 
four 19 times, but Baggies fans will be 
quick to point out that some of those Final 
appearances came way back in the midst 
of yesteryear. Albion haven’t appeared in a 
Final since they won the trophy in 1968. 



Mikkel Beck scores for Middlesbrough in the semi-final 
replay against Chesterfield 


Of the modem days F.A. Cup kings, Spurs 
have an impressive record of success once 
they go on a cup run having lifted the 
famous silver pot eight times in their nine 
Finals, though their semi-final history is 


not so proud, with seven defeats blotting 
their card. Three of those were delivered 
in the 1990s. 

Arguably the most successful semi-final 
team of all time is Newcastle, who have lost 
just three times in 15 last-four ties, with 
Chelsea not boasting such a proud record as 
they have stumbled at this stage of the F.A. 
Cup on eight occasions. The Blues have only 
lifted the trophy twice in their long history. 

The last team to make a debut in an F.A. 
Cup semi-final was Chesterfield in 1997 
and, but for a controversial refereeing 
decision in Middlesbrough’s favour, they 
would have made it through to the Final. 
Wimbledon are the most recent team to 
covert a first appearance in a semi-final 
into a Cup win after their triumph over 
Liverpool in the 1988 Final. 




















Chris Waddle’s return to form in 
Wednesday colours had seen his name 
pushed forward for a recall to the England 
side. It was a campaign that national team 
boss Graham Taylor continued to ignore, 
but Footballer of the Year Waddle was to 
have his day at Wembley with a stunning 
performance that eventually saw off a 
dogged United side. 

His wonderful free-kick in the opening 
moments revived memories of the effort 
struck by his great pal Paul Gascoigne in 
the same fixture a couple of years before. 
But it was not to be the winner as Alan 
Cork bundled in a leveller for the Blades 
before half-time to send the red half of 
the stadium into ecstasy. Sporting a 
bushy grey beard, 33-year-old Cork was 
adding to an F.A. Cup goals tally that had 
begun some 15 years before during his 
days at Wimbledon. 

With extra-time required to settle the tie, 
it was Mark Bright who found the win¬ 
ning goal and booked Wednesday a first 
F.A. Cup Final appearance since 1966. 
“That was an amazing season,” recalls 
Sheffield Wednesday utility player of the 
day Paul Warhurst. “I had started in 
defence and ended up playing in the front 
line and did well enough to get a call-up 
to the England side. Sadly for all of us at 
Wednesday, our cup runs were to end in 


I t was the year of a second Tottenham 
vs Arsenal F.A. Cup semi-final at 
Wembley, but that affair was overshad¬ 
owed by a quite magnificent all-Sheffield 
meeting in 1993. 


With The F.A. again opting to bring both 
of the last four games to this stadium, 
there was never any doubt that the tickets 
on sale would be snapped up.. The North 
London battle could have been sold out 
three times over, as could the meeting 
between Sheffield United and city neigh¬ 
bours Wednesday. 


The latter were attempting to become the 
cup kings of the season as they closed in on 
appearances in both of the major domestic 
Cup Finals and even though Trevor Francis’ 
side were destined to end with no silverware, 
they could at least take some solace in the 
fact that they secured a thrilling victory over 
the Blades. 


Most of the Steel City descended on this part 
of North London on a sunny Saturday, with 
Wednesday already assured of their place in 
the Final of the Coca Cola Cup. With their 
opponents in that Wembley showpiece set to 
be Arsenal, the possibility of the Gunners 
and the Owls facing each other in both Cup 
Finals was very real and that scenario was to 
come to fruition, but not before a dramatic 
day under the Twin Towers. 


massive disappointment over two very 
close Finals.” 

The manner of Arsenal’s victory in the 
Final left Wednesday fans exasperated as 
Andy Linighan headed a last minute 
replay winner, which meant not even 
glory over their fiercest rivals could 
serve as compensation. 

“It was close to it being the greatest season 
of our lives, so to end with nothing was 
devastating,” says Wednesday fan Gary 
Jones, who attended all four of 
Wednesday’s games at Wembley that year. 
“We could easily have won the two games 
against Arsenal, but it wasn’t to be. At least 
we beat the Blades, I suppose, but it still 
went down as a season of disappointment.” 

To make matters worse, Sheffield 
Wednesday have not secured a Wembley 
appearance since, so they haven’t had 
the chance to make up for their 
double heartbreak. 


























































F ew appeared to applaud the fact that 
Aston Villa had secured a magnifi¬ 
cent victory at Newcastle when the 
dust had settled on the opening afternoon 
of the Premiership season. Once England 
and Newcastle captain Alan Shearer had 
been given the first red card of his career, 
John Gregory’s achievement was always 
likely to be overlooked. 


The image on the back pages the following 
morning was that of raging Newcastle 
manager Ruud Gullit attempting to con¬ 
front referee Uriah Rennie and Shearer 
trudging off in disbelief, but the big story 
for Villa was Julian Joachim’s winning 
goal. It was just the start Gregory needed 
as there was already talk that a poor start 
would see him come under pressure, yet 
another win four days later suggested that 
they might repeat their sparkling start to 
the previous campaign. The manner of the 
3-0 thumping of Everton in Villa Park’s 
first home game of the season certainly 
bode well for the months ahead. 


Defeat against Arsenal at the start of 
September suggested that Villa still had 
some way to go to match the best and sig¬ 
nalled the start of what seemed destined to 
be Gregory’s downfall. Nine Premiership 
games without a victory left him hanging 
on to his job and the Midlands media sug¬ 
gested his time may be up after 
Newcastle left Villa Park with a 1-0 
victory in the first week of 
December. Villa had slumped 
to 15th position in the 
Premiership and the gloom 
merchants were predicting 
the worst. 


That before the knock-out games trans¬ 
formed Villa’s season. None more so that 
the historic Worthington Cup quarter-final 
at Upton Park ten days before Christmas 
as a penalty shoot-out defeat was quickly 
overturned by the Football League after 
the Hammers’ use of a cup tied player. By 
the time they made the return trip to the 
East End of London, Villa’s form had 
returned and West Ham were duly brushed 
aside in thrilling fashion. 


Their F.A. Cup run had started to gather 
pace with Darlington and Southampton 
having been beaten and the fifth round tie 
against Leeds confirmed that Villa’s reha¬ 
bilitation was complete. The empty spaces 
that had blotted the terraces at Villa Park 
were rapidly evaporating as the attractive 
football preached by Gregory started to 
bear fruit, with a 3-2 win over the league 
leaders a high point of the season. 


A narrow defeat in the Worthington Cup 
semi-final hit Villa hard, but they bounced 
back to stun Everton in the quarter-finals 
of this competition. For a manager who 
was said to be on the brink of being 
sacked a matter of weeks before, John 
Gregory would have had every 
right to remind his accusers of 
their poor judgment. 


KEY MOMENTS IN 
ASTON VILLA’S SEASON 


AuUilSt llth Villa go top of the first 
Premiership table of the season after a 
3-0 home victory over Everton. 

October 16th A 3-0 defeat at Old 
Trafford suggests that Villa’s early title 
hopes were misguided. 

October 23th Benito Carbone produces 
a sparkling Villa debut in the 1-1 
draw with Wimbledon. 

November 26th Boss Gregory receives a 
touch line ban for continued criticism 
of officials. 

December 18th Skipper Dion Dublin 
suffers an horrific neck injury against 
Sheffield Wednesday and is ruled out 
for the rest of the season. 



January 11th Villa win their re-arranged 
Worthington Cup quarter-final at 
West Ham. 

January 25th The club announces a big- 
money link up with communications 
company NTL. 

February 2nd Leicester beat Villa in the 
Worthington Cup semi-final. 

February 10th Stan Collymore bids 
farewell to his hometown club as he 
signs for Leicester. 

February 20th Villa beat Everton to 
clinch a place in the F.A. Cup 
semi-finals. 
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W hen reflections are made of 

Bolton Wanderers’ first season in 
the twenty first century, the trail 
of confusion and glory will make up quite 
a tale. With a change of manager, a depart¬ 
ing chairman and two thrilling cup runs, it 
has been a campaign that has rarely drifted 
through a dull moment. 


It is all a long way from what Colin Todd 
had in mind as Bolton attempted to shake 
off their harrowing Play-Off Final defeat 
against Watford at Wembley last May. 
Having suffered such a heartbreak, there is 
always a danger that the hangover can 
result in fragile confidence when the action 
restarts and that proved to be the case as 
Todd struggled to find consistency in the 
opening weeks. 


Only then did their season take a dramatic 
turn for the better under caretaker boss 
Phil Brown. Such was his success during a 
brief spell in charge of the side that Brown 
could have been given the job on a perma¬ 
nent basis, though the club’s hierarchy had 
a more adventurous views. Chairman 
Gordon Hargreaves had taken his leave 
from Bolton before Sam Allardyce was 
lured from Notts County in mid-October. 

Not that County were too chuffed by that 
chain of events, with their chairman wast¬ 
ing little time in taking to the airwaves to 
criticise Allardyce for his departure. 
However, such is Sam's passion for Bolton 
Wanderers that the chance to take over as 
their manager was always likely to be too 
good to turn down. 


When he called time on his three and a 
half year reign as Bolton manager in 
September of last year, they were flounder¬ 
ing in the wrong half of the First Division 
and were about to lose a key player to 
boot. The theory goes that the departure of 
Per Frandsen to Blackburn Rovers was the 
final straw for Todd and his departure was 
quickly followed with confirmation that 
the great Dane was leaving. 


It took Allardyce time to find the consis¬ 
tency to launch a serious promotion push, 
but by the turn of the year, he was mould¬ 
ing the side in his own style and adding an 
impressive cup pedigree to growing league 
confidence. Progress to the Worthington 
Cup semi-final was halted by a devastating 
4-0 aggregate defeat over fellow giant- 
killers Tranmere and now they have a 
chance to reach the biggest Wembley occa¬ 
sion of them all. 


KEY MOMENTS IN 
BOLTON'S SEASON 


Bolton open the season with 
a 0-0 draw against Tranmere at 
Prenton Park. 


Per Frandsen’s sale to 
Blackburn sparks Colin Todd’s resig¬ 
nation. The team were on a poor run 
of five league games without a win. 

Chairman Gordon 
Hargreaves resigns. 

Caretaker boss Phil Brown 
inspires a famous win over 
Premiership side Derby in the 
Worthington Cup. 

Sam Allardyce is appoint¬ 
ed manager of Bolton Wanderers. 


The new boss earns his First 
win with a 2-0 success against Swindon. 



Victory over Sheffield 


Wednesday continues the League 
Cup run. 

Worthington Cup suc¬ 
cess over Wimbledon books a last 
four spot. 

A devastating home defeat 
against Tranmere dents Worthington 
Cup hopes. 

Rovers finish off Bolton in 
the second leg on a night when touch 
line tensions between the two sides 
nearly boiled over. 

The cup glory continues as 
they seal an F.A. Cup semi-final place by 
beating First Division leaders Charlton. 
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EMERGENCY PROCEDURE 

Before any important announcement a high pitched 
sound will be made over the public address system. 


MPORMT ANNOUNCEMENT 


Spectators are kindly asked not to stand on 
seats as this prevents people behind from 
seeing the match. 
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Bolton colours 

White Shirts 
Navy Shorts 
White Socks 




THE F.A. CUP 





The Football Association will not tolerate foul language or any abusive, offensive 
or racist chanting at England matches either home or away. 

In cooperation with the relevant authorities, every effort will he made to identify 
those who do not adhere to this policy. Action may be taken through the Courts in 
such cases. 
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‘TAX' FRE1 
BETTING 




• HORSERACING • FOOTBALL • GREYHOUNDS • SPORT 
FULL BETTING SERVICE • 24 HOURS A DAY - 7 DAYS A WEEK 
Deposit by debit card - from £5 upwards • No minimum stake • Over 18s only 
‘Tax’ Free betting offer applies for a limited period. 


BET ON THE GAME HERE AT WEMBLEY 


Prices available include... 

$ Match Odds 
Correct Score 

$ Half Time/Full Time Betting 
$ First or Last Goalscorer 

First Goalscorer/Correct Score Doubles 
(JiTime of First Goal 

Plus betting on all today’s sporting action 


WHERE TO Fino US 

William Hill have THREE betting points operating at 
Wembley, either side of the BANQUETING HALL, 
^ plus in the GRANDSTAND 

RESTAURANT - open before 
^ and during the game to take 
your bets on tonight’s sporting 

^U Don't forget you can collect your 

winnings from any of our 1500 
plus betting shops nationwide 


OFFICIAL BOOKMAKERS 
AT WEMBLEY STADIUM 
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B olton Wanderers and West Ham 
United were assured of a place 
amongst the Wembley greats once 
they played their part in an opening day 
show that no other sporting venue in the 
world can rival for sheer drama and 
emotion. 


afternoon of high drama at Wembley. A 
matter of days after the Queen’s coronation, 
a jubilant nation were desperate for the men 
in black and white to lose, but Lofthouse 
and company seemed set to halt the ultimate 
party as they stormed into a commanding 3- 
1 lead with less than half an hour to go. 


1958 had the nation in their comer for all 
the wrong reasons. The tragedy of the 
Munich air crash had decimated 
Manchester United’s wonderful young side, 
but they still managed to bundle their way 
to Wembley where Lofthouse was once 
again faced with an unenviable task. 



The 1923 F.A. Cup Final was more than a 
mere football match as upwards of 
200,000 spectators flocked to see the first 
game ever played at Wembley. Amid 
extraordinary scenes that saw the pitch 
covered with spectators at the time of the 
scheduled kick-off, it was Bolton captain 
Joe Smith who insisted that the game 
should go ahead as planned after referee 
Asson suggested it should be abandoned. 

The first player to score a goal at Wembley 
was wearing Bolton colours and the name 
of David Jack was to appear on the score 
sheet here many more times after his 
historic opening strike. In the midst all the 
commotion, Bolton lifted the F.A. Cup for 
the first time with a 2-0 win and Smith 
received the trophy from King George V. 

They were back twice more before the end 
of the 1920s and on both occasions 
managed to carry off the prize that was 
becoming their own, with victory over 
Manchester City in 1926 - coming courtesy 
of another David Jack goal - and a 2-0 
success over Portsmouth in 1929. However, 
those three triumphs were to bring the 
curtain down on the great era of F.A. Cup 
success for the pride of the North West. 

Indeed, it wasn’t until the era of Nat 
Lofthouse that Bolton reached Wembley 
once again and they couldn’t have been 
here on a worse day. There is an occasional 
Cup Final when the whole nation throws 
its support behind one team and in 1953, 
not a sinner wanted Bolton to beat Stan 
Matthews and Blackpool. The darling of 
English football had come so close to 
collecting his cherished F.A. Cup winners 
medal as he lost out in the 1948 and 1951 
Finals and this just had to be his day. 

“If I wasn’t playing against him in that 
game, I would have wanted Stan to get his 
medal,” smiles Bolton legend Nat Lofthouse 
who scored the Wanderers opener on an 



“I didn’t have one of my better days for the 
first hour,” recalled the great Matthews. 
“But I managed to get in a few crosses 
during the closing stages and Stan 
Mortensen was there to put them all away 
as we won 4-3. People call it the Matthews 
Cup Final, but that was nonsense because 
the day belonged to Morty. He scored a 
hat-trick for goodness sake.” 

When Bolton next reached the Cup Final, 
they could have expected to be in a more 
favourable position, but their opponents in 


“I lost some good friends in Munich and 
it was a difficult game to play in,” 
reflects Nat, but it was to be his 
crowning moment. The man nicknamed 
The Lion of Vienna’ after his heroic 
display for England against Austria in 
1952 collected his second and decisive 
goal in that Cup 
Final with an 
infamous barge on 
United keeper 
Harry Gregg and 
with that Bolton 
won the cup for 
the fourth time. 

They await their 
next success in the 
biggest knock-out competition of them all, 
though Bolton have been at Wembley more 
than most sides in recent seasons having 
appeared in a host of Football League 
play-off games, not to mention a defeat in 
the 1995 Coca Cola Cup Final against 
Liverpool. 

While many clubs can claim to have a 
better record at this venue, few can argue 
that Bolton Wanderers have been involved 
in some of the most historic games ever 
played here. 
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W hen a lower league club sets off 
on an F.A. Cup run, their first 
couple of victories are invariably 
ignored by a majority of the media who nat¬ 
urally choose to focus on the giants in the 
draw. The fact that Bolton Wanderers didn’t 
make their cup debut this season until two 
weeks after the majority of third round 
games were played meant that their impres¬ 
sive progress was masked still further. 


That has all changed as no-one will now be 
overlooking the men from the Reebok 
Stadium in their semi-final here today. 
These are the four victories that have 
pushed them towards what would be an 
eighth F.A. Cup Final appearance for the 
famous old club. 


THIRD 


CARDIFF CITY (h) 1-0 
Gudjohnsen (29) 


Cardiff gave Bolton more than a few worries 
as they played their delayed F.A. Cup third 
round tie with a festive feel hanging over 
the Reebok Stadium. Had midfielder Andy 
Legg converted a glorious opening for the 
Welsh visitors in the 13th minute, this run 
to Wembley may have been stopped before 
it even began, but the night was to belong to 
Icelandic international Eidur Gudjohnsen. 


Bolton’s Ricardo Gardner carved open the 
opposition back line and after his shot was 
parried by the Cardiff goalkeeper, 
Gudjohnsen was on hand to snap up the 
scraps. They couldn’t add to their lead and 
were forced to soak up pressure before 
booking a place in round four. 




With the Second 
Division side 
storming into an 
early lead through Trevor 
Benjamin, the same striker 
looked set to race clear and 
put the tie beyond doubt 
before Mike Whitlow 
indulged in a rugby tackle to 
stop him in his tracks. The ref¬ 
eree chose to baffle a capacity 


GRIMSBY TOWN (a) 2-0 
Gudjohnsen 33 
Hansen 54 


Disputes over Bolton defender Mark Fish’s 
participation in the African Nations Cup 
with South Africa were rumbling as Bolton 
made the trip to Grimsby, but Sam 
Allardyce’s men stayed on course in the 
F.A. Cup with a solid display. 


Gudjohnsen calmed the nerves with a 
classy strike just after the half-hour mark 
as he turned the Grimsby defence and 
fired a deft lob into the top comer. Claus 
Jensen hit the crossbar just before the 
break and Bo Hansen added the finishing 
touches to complete the win. 


FIFTH 


CAMBRIDGE UNITED (a) 3-1 
Taylor 53, 75, Gudjohnsen 86 


Bolton reached their third F.A. Cup quar¬ 
ter-final in ten years just four days after a 
harrowing Worthington Cup exit at 
Tranmere. Allardyce’s men were just one 
win away from Wembley in that 
competition, but lifted 
themselves to see off a 
spirited Cambridge side 
amid no little 
controversy at the 
Abbey Stadium. 


crowd by awarding the free-kick to Bolton 
for an earlier infringement. The dye was 
cast and two goals for Bob Taylor and 
another from Gudjohnsen booked a 
last-eight place. 


A day of triumph at the Reebok Stadium 
revived memories of classic F.A. Cup occa¬ 
sions for Bolton. With the legendary Nat 
Lofthouse looking on, Gudjohnsen continued 
his devastating cup form with a stunning 
winner just after the break. 


His spectacular long range effort sparked 
wild scenes of celebration amongst Bolton 
fans who were quickly stunned into silence 
as Dean Holden was sent off. After that, it 
was a case of holding a side who were on a 
club record run of unbeaten games and 
storming clear at the top of the First 
Division. Goalkeeper Jussi Jaaskelainen 
turned in a man-of-the-match display that 
sent Bolton to Wembley. 


Dean Holden of 
Bolton tackles 
Martin Pringle 
of Charlton 


ROUHD 


ROUHD 


SIXTH ROUHD 


CHARLTON (h) 1-0 Gudjohnsen 46 


FOURTH ROUHD 


















England - the home of football England - the future of footba 


“The English game is 
followed with fervour 
virtually everywhere. 
That’s because football 
fans everywhere know 
that nothing matches 
the excitement of the 
English game. 

Everything’s in place 
for the best global 
tournament - ever.” 


The best broadcast technology 
available anywhere in the world 


An unrivalled atmosphere 


of colour and passion 
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Wembley past and Wembley future - 



always the Venue of Legends, the greatest stadium in the World 
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England's Welcome 

to the World 

Putting young people first 


% 

& 

ENGLAND 

2006 


THE BID 



In 2006, England wants the whole world to 
share the World Cup Experience. As part of this, 
each footballing nation has been invited to 
participate in "England's Welcome to the World." 

The project will bring almost 2,500 children 
from all corners of the globe to England to 
take part in the 2006 World Cup. 

In what will be the world's biggest ever sports- 
related exchange, 12 young people from each 
of FIFA's 203 affiliated nations will be invited 
to come to England during World Cup 2006. 
England's Welcome to the World will bring 


children from the entire FIFA community 
together to attend World Cup games, to 
live with local families as part of a cultural 
exchange, to attend coaching sessions and 
enjoy the once in a lifetime experience of 
a World Cup in the passionate footballing 
atmosphere of England. All travel and other 
expenses will be met by English football. 

The project is the main feature of England's 
theme for its bid - Putting Young People First. 

This is our commitment to the future of 
world football. 



An Invitation to the Youth 
of the World. 

•.Every footballing country is invited to send 
twelve children and four adults to England for 
the World Cup in 2006 if our bid is successful. 

• All the costs of the project will be met by 
English football. 

• It is part of England's investment in the 
future of the world's game. 


Children from every footballing nation on earth will be invited to take part 

• From Asia (AFC) 528 children • From Africa (CAF) 624 children • From Europe (UEFA) 600 children 

• From North, Central America and the • From Oceania (OFC) 132 children • From South America (CONMEBOL) 

Caribbean (CONCACAF) 420 children 120 children 
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Many people think racism has disappeared 
from professional football - they remember 
the monkey chanting and banana throwing 
of the 1970s and ’80s and assume that 
it’s not a problem any* 
more. But every sea- - 
son incidents of racist 
abuse on the pitch and 
in the crowd get 
reported in the press, 
while dozens more go 
unseen and unheard. 


What’s more, while almost every professional 
club now has at least one black player, 
ethnic minorities are still under-represented 
in many areas of football. 

For example, there has only ever been a 
handful of Asian-origin professional players, 
and none in the Premier League; only about 
1% of fans who go to matches are from Black 
communities, and there are still very few black 
managers or coaches, referees, directors, 
administrators or officials. 

As the organisation running the ’Let’s 
Kick Racism Out of Football’ campaign, 

Kick It Out is working with the Professional 
Footballers’ Association, the Football 
Association, the FA Premier League, The 
Football Trust and many other organisations 
within the game to eliminate racism from all 
aspects and all levels of football, so people 
from all backgrounds can enjoy the game 
without fear of racist abuse, discrimination 
or harassment. 





England has a rich history of black professional foot 
bailers competing at the highest levels. One of 
the finest has been Viv Anderson, who in 1979, 
became the first black player to win a full England 
cap. Two years earlier Laurie Cunnigham had made 
his debut for the under 21’s. 


For more information contact: 

Kick It Out 


Business Design Centre 
52 Upper Street, London, N1 OQH 
Tel: 0171 288 6012 Fax: 0171 288 6042 
Email: kick-racism@kick-it-out.demon.co.uk 
Internet: http://www.kickitout.org 
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Gareth Barry 

MarkHsh 

Aston Villa 

Bolton Wanderers 



T he dearth of left footed English players was always 

likely to propel Aston Villa teenager Gareth Barry into 
Kevin Keegan’s mind as he plans for Euro 2000, 
yet the defenders was still 
surprised by his call-up to the 
national team squad for the 
friendly against Argentina a few 
weeks ago. 


The last twelve months have been somewhat of a roller¬ 
coaster for a young man who burst into the Villa first team 
last term and then suffered a dip in form at the start of this 
He may still be maturing, but believes a year at the top of 
the game has helped him both mentally and physically. “It 
has been said that I look stronger on the field this season 
and that might be the case,” adds Gareth who has already 
won recognition with the England youth and under-21 sides. 


“I have worked on my game a lot and tried to learn as much 
as I can from the experienced players at Aston Villa. People 
like Gareth Southgate have been good to me and I know 
there are areas I can improve on, but I’m still young and that 
will come in the next couple of seasons. I am not the type of 
person who worries too much when things go wrong and 
hopefully that attitude helps me in the future.” 


An appearance in an F.A. Cup Final at the age of 19 would 
make Gareth Barry the envy of schoolboys across the 
country. He is just 90 minutes away from that dream today. 


O ne of the main talking points throughout this season 
has been the club vs country row, a topic that has 
taken centre stage on more than one occasion in the 
last few years. 


At least he can now be 
assured that such concerns 
will not affect him again 
after Fish announced his 
retirement from the 
international game 
following South Africa’s 
exit from the competition. 
“I need to concentrate on 
my club football with 
Bolton,” he said. “It was a 
tough decision to walk 
away from South Africa 
because I had some great 
times with the national 
side. But it is something I 
have to do because I need 
to play at the highest level 
possible with my club.” 


Just as Fish was returning 
to Bolton, so their Jamaican 
international Ricardo 
Gardner was off to 
America for his own 
nation’s international tournament. They are not concerns 
that manager Charles Foweraker had to deal with when he 
led Bolton to glory in Wembley’s first F.A. Cup Final back 
in 1923. 


In the end, Barry’s participation 
in that game was aborted as he 
failed to even make the 
substitutes bench, though the 
opportunity to work alongside 
the best talent in the country 
provided him with valuable 
experience. “Hopefully I am 
ready to play for England at 
any time, but just to be called- 
up to the full squad and train 
with so many quality players 
was a great boost to my 
confidence,” he states. “People 
were saying I might have a 
chance of a place in the squad 
and it was great when it came. 
Now I have to keep my form at 
its present level and look to 
win an international cap.” 


FIFA President Sepp Blatter is striving to synchronise the 
international football calendar so that it doesn’t spark off 
such a tug of war for star players each season, yet Bolton 
Wanderers were amongst the clubs who suffered under the 
present diary that schedules the African Nations Cup and 
CONCACAF Cup in the middle of the league campaigns in 
most major European countries. 


Arsenal and Chelsea would claim that they got a worse 
deal from the mid-season exodus of star players as they 
lost Kanu and Celestine Babayaro for extended periods, 
though South African centre-back Mark Fish’s absence was 
a savage blow to Bolton. Without a big squad to work 
with, Sam Allardyce was naturally wary of letting his key 
defender go, but he had little option. 
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E ven though he is still only 21, Bolton 
striker Eidur Gudjohnsen could be 
forgiven for thinking that his glory 
days have been a little long in arriving. 

The Icelandic international has 
been the outstanding star of 
Bolton’s F.A. Cup glory trail 
that has taken them all the 
way to this semi-final 
meeting against Aston 
Villa and Gudjohnsen 
has scored in every 
one of their four 
victories in the 
competition this season. 

Some record, and now the blond hit-man 
is finally fulfilling the potential everyone 
said he had. 

After leaving his homeland at the tender 
age of 16, Eidur linked-up with with 
Dutch giants PSV Eindhoven and was 
considered to be as good as the great 
Ronaldo when the pair were at the club 
together. An ankle injury put paid to 
his career in Holland and Bolton 
were one of the few willing to take 
a chance on a youngster who 
always threatened to break 
goalscoring records. 

“It was a very difficult 
time for me when 
the injury 
came,” 
reflects 
Gudjohnsen. 

“I had a pretty 
high profile at 

PSV, but then broke my ankle playing for 
the Iceland under-18 side and it changed 
everything. Suddenly, people who thought 
I was going to be a great player started to 
forget about me. 

“I should have only been out for a few 
months, but there were all sorts of 
complications and I didn’t hardly play 
again for a couple of years. When you are 
young and have a chance at a big club like 
PSV, it is very hard to sit on the sidelines 
and wonder if you will get another 
opportunity.” 

The top medics in Europe attempted to 
find a cure for young Eidur as his injury 
heartbreak threatened his entire career, 
but in the end there was no remedy. A 


Norwegian 
specialist - 
hardly a Harley 
Street expert you 
would suspect - 
suggested that running 
off the injury may 
be his best hope, 
yet the curious 
advice appeared to 
work and a move 
to England gave 
him the second 
chance he craved. 

“Bolton have been 
very good for my career,” 
he continues. “They took 
a chance on me and there 
wasn’t a lot of pressure 
when I came here. People 
were not expecting big 
things any more because I 
came on a trial and no- 
one was sure how I 
would do. Luckily for me, 
it has worked out and the 
fact that there were a 
couple of other Icelandic 
players here was 
important in my decision 
to join Bolton.” 

The departed Arnar 
Gunnlaugsson and 
current defender Gudni 


Bergsson must have played a big role in 
alerting Bolton of a youngster just 
waiting to explode into 

goalscoring form. They had 
every right to feel great 
pride as he smashed a 
spectacular winner in 
the F.A. Cup quarter¬ 
final against Charlton 
and now Iceland will 
be represented at 
Wembley for a 
major showpiece 
fixture. 

I have got a lot of 
attention during the cup 
run and it is great to score in 
every round,” states Gudjohnsen. “I can’t 
believe that we will get the chance to play 
at Wembley. That has always been one of 
my biggest dreams. Now it is important 
that we play at our best against Villa. 

“The quarter-final against Charlton was a 
fantastic day for everyone involved with 
Bolton Wanderers. It was a real roller¬ 
coaster of a game because I was still on a 
big high after scoring my goal and then we 
had a player sent off. It was difficult after 
that, but we battled hard and deserve to be 
in the next round. Hopefully we can better 
that day at Wembley.” 

Should Gudjohnsen keep up his 
remarkable F.A. Cup goalscoring exploits 
this afternoon, Bolton will be hailing him 
as their greatest Wembley hero since the 
legendary Nat Lofthouse in the 50s. Step 
forward The Lion of Reykjavik’. 


( ) 
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JUSSI JAASKELAINEN (goalkeeper) 

Born: 19.04.75 

A Finnish international who played a key 
role in Bolton’s run to the Wembley play¬ 
offs last May, Jussi has been in sparkling 
form of late. Turned in a star performance 
as First Division promotion chasers 
Charlton were beaten in the F.A. Cup 
quarter-final. 

STEVE BANKS (goalkeeper) 

Born: 09.02.72 

Botlon have great strength in depth in 
their goalkeeping and Banks is battling it 
out with Keith Branagan for the deputy 
position behind F.A. Cup hero 
Jaaskelainen. Steve has also had spells at 
West Ham, Gillingham and Blackpool. 

GUDNIBERGSSON (defender) 

Born: 21.07.65 

Gudni began his career back home in 
Iceland with Valur before making a 
£100,000 move to Tottenham Hotspur in 
December 1988. He played 71 League 
games for Spurs, returning to Iceland with 
Valur whilst continuing his law studies, 
before joining the Wanderers in 1995 after 
a trial period. A loyal Bolton hero. 



MARK FISH (defender) 

Born: 14.03.74 

Mark joined Wanderers from Italian Serie 
A side Lazio for a £2.5 million fee in 
August 1997. An established international 


for South Africa, he was a member of the 
Bafana Bafana side that lifted the African 
Nations Cup in January 1996. Fish was the 
first South African to play in Serie A since 
Eddie Firmani in the 1950s. 

MIKE WHITLOW (defender) 

Born: 13.01.68 

Kicked-off his professional career at Leeds 
United at the back end of the 1980s and 
has enjoyed regular first team football ever 
since. Moved to Leicester City in 1992 and 
then on to Bolton a couple of seasons ago. 
A powerful presence at the back. 



ROBBIE ELLIOTT (defender) 

Born: 25.12.73 

Tyneside born and bred, Elliott will be eye¬ 
ing a possible F.A. Cup Final against the 
men from St.James’ Park this season. His 
career began with hometown club 
Newcastle United and moved on to Bolton 
in 1998 where he has been a big success. 



DEAN HOLDEN (defender) 

Born: 15.09.79 

A youngster who has burst into the first 
team picture this season. Born in Salford, 
Dean is a former England youth interna¬ 
tional who started this season still looking 
for his league debut. 


PAUL RITCHIE (defender) 

Born: 21.08.75 

A player who has been talked about as a 
Scottish international since his youth and 
having established himself at Hearts, 
he is furthering his career with Botlon. 
Despite his relatively young age, he has 
plenty of experience under his belt for 
club and country. 
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CLAUS JENSEN (midfielder) 

Born: 29.04.77 

A £1.6 million signing from Lyngby, it was 
a case of second time lucky for Bolton who 
had chased this Dane for a couple of years. 
He has been a regular fixture in the 
Denmark under-21 side while establishing 
himself as one of the most consistent per¬ 
formers in the First Division. 



RICARDO GARDNER (midfielder) 

Born: 25.09.78 

Only 21 and already a full Jamaican inter¬ 
national with World Cup experience under 
his belt, 'Bibi' is a highly talented foot¬ 
baller who has made a big impact on the 
English scene. He joined Bolton in a £1 
million deal from Harbour View shortly 
after France'98. A charismatic figure. 



MICHAEL JOHANSEN (midfielder) 

8orn ; 22.07.72 

Danish midfielder Johansen joined 
Wanderers in August 1996 from FC 
Copenhagen, becoming the club's fourth 
£1 million plus signing and has been a key 
man at the club ever since. Won League 
and Cup medals with FC Copenhagen. 


PAUL WARHURST (midfielder) 

8orn : 26.06.69 

Signed as Crystal Palace embarked on their 
clear-out last season. A player who can 
play up front or in defence, his versatility 
has seen him impress with Sheffield 
Wednesday and Blackburn in a glittering 
career. Once claimed a call-up to the full 
England squad, but his progress has been 
blighted by injuries. 


ALLAN JOHNSTON (midfielder) 

8orn : 14.12.73 

Fell out with Sunderland boss Peter Reid 
in a contract dispute and was left on the 
sidelines at the Stadium of Light. He 
retained his place in the Scotland squad 
despite his inactivity and he is attempting 
to revive his career with Bolton. 


FRANCK PASSI (midfielder) 

Rorn: 28.03.66 

A one time French under-18 and under-21 
star, Passi initially arrived at the Reebok 
stadium on loan. He impressed manager 
Sam Allardyce enough to be offered a 
longer contract and has been a key squad 
man of late. 

DEAN H0LDSW0RTH (striker) 

Dorn: 08.11.68 

Deano has never quite found his deadliest 
touch in Bolton colours. Always shone 
during his days in the Premiership with 
Wimbledon and was seen as an inspired 
signing when he made the switch to 
Wanderers a couple of seasons ago. Was 
once tipped to make the grade at interna¬ 
tional level with England. 



EIDUR GUDJ0HNSEN (striker) 

Born: 15.09.78 

Eidur was a rising star of Dutch football as 
he made his way through the ranks at PSV, 
but injury disrupted his progress. Now 
established as the star man in this side and 
he is currently on a great run of form in 
the F.A. Cup having scored in every round 
of Bolton’s run to the semi-finals. 

B0 HANSEN (striker) 

Born: 16.06.72 

Started his career at the tender age of five 
when he signed for Holstebro and it was 
not until he was 21 that he made his mark 
with Danish giants Brondby. Won the 
championship with them before coming 
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I t is a goal that has gone down as one of 
the most important in the recent history 
of English football, yet few at Wembley 
for the Manchester United vs Oldham F.A. 
Cup semi-final in 1994 realised the long 
term significance of Mark Hughes’ last 
minute equaliser. 


Alex Ferguson had ended United’s long 
wait for championship glory the previous 
season and their defence was apparently 
on course to succeed as they kicked-off 
their Cup bid at the start of January. By 
the time they had reached the semi-finals, 
doubts were being raised over their ability 
to last the course and Oldham recognised 
that they had a chance to shock the foot¬ 
ball world.. Blackburn Rovers were clos¬ 
ing United's lead at the top of the table 
and had just inflicted a devastating defeat 
on United. 

It was Oldham’s second Wembley appear¬ 
ance of the decade - having lost out in the 
1990 League Cup Final against 
Nottingham Forest ~ and they were sec¬ 
onds away from a famous win in a tie 
where few gave them a prayer. Against a 
powerful United side that included 
Schmeichel, Ince, Hughes and Giggs, Joe 
Royle’s men were massive underdogs. 

But they managed to hold United with 
some comfort through a tense 90 minutes 
and threatened to upset the odds as they 
stormed into an extra-time lead with a Neil 
Pointon goal. Having never before 


appeared in an F.A. Cup Final, the sense of 
history was tangible for Oldham fans 
around Wembley as Ferguson and his star- 
studded side looked beaten going into the 
final seconds. Then, with a shot resem¬ 
bling a bolt of lightening, Mark Hughes 
rescued their Cup lives. 

Lunging to 
strike a spec¬ 
tacular volley 
past shell¬ 
shocked Latics 
‘keeper Jon 
Hallworth, it 
was a goal to 
remember and 
inspired wild 
scenes of cele¬ 
bration on the 
United bench 
who conducted 
their own mini¬ 
invasion of the 
Wembley 
pitch. “It is fair 
to say that we 
were concerned going into those closing 
minutes against Oldham,” reflects United 
boss Alex Ferguson. 

“I know Joe Royle well and his side had 
been performing exceptionally in the cup 
competitions for some time, so we 
realised it wouldn’t be easy. If I remember 
rightly, we had just come off the back of a 
poor result at Blackburn and there was a 


bit of pressure on us. It was a tight ga: . 
and Mark’s strike was something \ery 
special. He had a habit of doing thing- 
like that. 

“That was a very important goal for our 
whole season. We went on to win our first 
Double and it was only what that team 
deserved. It had Hughes at his peak, 
Kanchelskis flying on the wing, Ince domi¬ 
nant in midfield and a great overall shape. 
It was a great side. But that Oldham game 
was a vital moment.” 

United went on to brush aside their near 
neighbours in a replay staged at Maine 
Road and the manner of their 4-1 success 
ensured that they were back on track. 
With their previously questionable confi¬ 
dence restored, they recaptured the title 
and thumped Chelsea 4-0 in the Cup 
Final. As Ferguson mentioned, it was 
their first ever Double, but had Hughes 
not produced that moment of brilliance 
you wonder what may have followed. 

A shock Cup exit may have undermined 
their league form and the unimaginable suc¬ 
cess that has followed in the last few years 
may never have occurred. One certainty is 
that Hughes’ goal gave him the chance to 
complete his own piece of F.A. Cup history. 
He was the only man of the century to hold 
four winners medals in this famous compe¬ 
tition and would now be at least one shy of 
that landmark were it not for his spectacu¬ 
lar semi-final leveller in 1994. 
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the new mondeo zetec 

engineered for your enjoyment 





for a perfectly smooth drive, look no further than the new mondeo zetec. as well as absorbing almost all vibrations, the suspension 
incorporates a passive rear wheel steering effect, designed to increase driver’s confidence with reassuring stability, you’ll also be pleased to 
hear that we’ve lowered engine noise levels by 50%. of course, superb performance is matched by superb control, and now the mondeo zetec 
comes with optional new generation 4 channel mecatronic abs brakes with advanced dual mode traction control* standard equipment includes: 

• freechoice of 1.8 or 2.0 16v zetec engine • rear spoiler • cfc free air conditioning • remote control double locking • rear 

• 5 spoke alloy wheels • metallic paint • ‘quickclear’ heated front windscreen centre arm rest • rear head restraints 

• front foglamps • mesh sports grille • cd/radio • powerheated door mirrors • safeguard immobiliser • perimeter alarm 

the new mondeo zetec £15,380 on the road 



*abs and traction control option available for £500 (includes vat). 










WHAT WILL YOU SAY 
WHEN THEY SAY 
“WHERE WERE YOU?” 



LIMITED AMOUNT OF EXECUTIVE & CLUB SUITES 
AVAILABLE FOR THE F.A. CUP FINAL SPONSORED BY AXA. 


When they talk about the last F.A. Cup Final. 
When they talk about the action. When they talk 
about the goals. When people talk about what 
it was really like to be there - what will you say? 
This is going to be one of the most memorable 
moments in the club’s history and is the 
last planned F.A. Cup Final at Wembley 
before closure. Make it a moment to cherish. 

Go to Wembley in style. 


See the Final and entertain your clients from 
one of our Executive or Club Suites. Executive 
Suites are fully self contained, accommodate 
twelve guests with a glass fronted viewing 
gallery. Club Suites accommodate eight guests 
and have seats located outside the Suite 
on the Olympic Gallery. The game will end but 
the memories will last a lifetime. 





CALL WEMBLEY STADIUM DIRECT ON 

020 8795 8024 

www.wembleynationalstadium.com 

Facilities are subject to contract and availability. Stadium closure subject to planning consent. Tickets subject to terms and conditions. 








Football. 

It's a game of two halves 



Many sides play their football in magnificent stadiums. Others play theirs on park pitches. 

At the Football Trust, we're here to make sure that everyone is a winner thanks to the grant aid we can offer 
at every level, from ground redevelopment and safety work at league clubs right down to the very grass roots. 
And now pools income is boosted by annual contributions from The Football Association, 

The F.A. Premier League, The Football League, the Professional Footballers Association and Sport England. 
Together, we are working hard to ensure a healthy future for our national game- 
now, and for generations to come. 


the/*; :*tballtrust 

...helping the game. 

1 Waterhouse Square, 138-142 Holborn, London EC1N 2ST. 

Telephone: (020) 7832 0100 Fax: (020) 7832 0119 E-mail: enquiries@football-trust.org.uk 
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No Place for Second Best 



ULTIMAX 

The World’s Best Football 

Official and exclusive supplier of match and training balls to: 

The F.A. Premier League 

The Football Association,Team England, Scotland, Soccer New Zealand, Soccer Australia,The Football League,The Scottish Football League 
The Premier Soccer League - South Africa, A.C. Fiorentina & U.C. Sampdoria in Italy and scores of professional clubs, leagues and associations - worldwide. 
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The Euro 2000 countdown 
is well and truly on and 
Kevin Keegan has just 
games left to formulate his 
plans for the finals this 




After that 1956 Wembley success, England 
played out some eleven matches against 
Brazil before recording their second 
victory. Amongst the games in that run 
was the famous World Cup clash of 1970 
that is regarded as one of the greatest 
games ever played. Contested between the 
two sides rated as the best in the 
competition, the compelling drama of the 
game is talked about to this day. 


Since then it has been one memorable 
encounter after the next between these two 
great nations and the game here next 
month should be equally as captivating. “I 
have tried to invite teams to Wembley that 
will excite the fans and we will all be 
looking forward to the game against 
Brazil,” says Keegan. “They are the one 
international side everyone loves to watch.” 


Kevin’s desire to get the best at Wembley 
is highlighted again as Ukraine are booked 
in the diary for an international just four 
days after the Brazil game. That should 
give all English fans the chance to catch a 
glimpse of one of the greatest strikers in 
world football - Andrii Shevchenko. Said 
to be better than Ronaldo as he led Kyiv 
Dynamo’s thrilling Champions League 
challenge last season, AC Milan wasted 
little time in throwing big money his way 
to entice him away from his homeland 
during the summer. 


Alongside his former Dynamo 
striking partner-in-crime Serhii 
Rebrov, they make a deadly pairing 
for a Ukraine side that came close 
to dumping World Champions 
France out of Euro 2000 at the 
qualifying stage. They certainly 


F ollowing last February’s friendly 
against Argentina, he has more 
opportunities to assess his options in 
the upcoming games against Brazil, Ukraine 
and Malta. The first of those friendlies is 
one to get the whole nation buzzing as 
when the Golden Samba Boys are in town, 
there is never a spare seat in the house. 


Brazil’s arrival at Wembley on May 27th 
will mark their ninth visit to this legendary 
venue, with the first encounter coming 
back in May 1956 when England recorded 
a 4-2 victory. Tommy Taylor scored twice 
in that game as his England career began 
to flourish, only for it to be cut so 
tragically short in the Munich air crash of 
1958. Duncan Edwards, another who 
would perish after Munich, was also in the 
England line-up that 
day alongside Stan 
Matthews and 
Johnny Haynes. 


Two stars coming to Wembley: 
Shevchenko (below no. 1 
of Ukraine and Ronaldo 


had their chances to top Group 4, but 
were forced into the play-offs and suffered 
a major set-back as they lost to Slovenia 
over two legs. 

That result should only represent a blip on 
their progress to the top of world football as 
if they had been taking part in the finals this 
summer, there is little doubt that Ukraine 
would have been a team to watch. Proof of 
that came when the draw was made for the 
Euro 2000 play-offs last October as both 
Kevin Keegan and Scotland manager Craig 
Brown expressed a desire to avoid the 
dangerously skilful Eastern Europeans. This 
friendly on May 31st gives Shevchenko, 
Rebrov and company the chance to show 
Europe what they will be missing in the 
finals this summer. 

That leaves what should be a sun drenched 
trip to Malta to wrap up England’s pre- 
Euro 2000 plans on June 3rd. Keegan has 
suggested that this trip is a morale 
building exercise that will see his squad 
together for an extended period, but a 
victory would provide the ideal boost prior 
to our Euro 2000 opener against Portugal. 
England haven’t visited Valletta since 
1971, so they are overdue a return to the 
picturesque island in southern Europe. 

Kevin Keegan has pointed out that 
victories in these three warm-up matches 
are not a must as England look towards 
the bigger picture this summer, yet he has 
never gone into a game with a less than 
ambitious attitude. 


Now is the time to book your tickets to see 
the finishing touches added to England’s 
European Championship plans. 
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THIS F.A. CUP FINAL, 
TAKE HOME YOUR 
OWN TROPHY. 



Some of the most famous matches that have 
been played on Wembley’s hallowed turf have 
been in the world’s oldest cup competition. 
This year’s Final is sure to take its place 
amongst the most memorable of games. 


The 2000 F.A. Cup Final Sponsored by 
AXA Special Edition Programme is a gold 
embossed bound copy to commemorate 
the Millennium Final. Each one of the 
limited 5000 copies is individually 
numbered and also includes exclusive 
photographs and match report. 


The Complete Collection is a box set compilation of all the 
programmes (excluding Arsenal’s Champions League campaign) from 
the last twelve months of the famous Stadium, including national and 
international games, as well as exclusive photos and reports of each 
match. Individually numbered and limited to 2000 sets. 



£160 + £14.95 (P&P) 

the Order Hotline on: 020 8585 3527 

or write to us at: Wembley National Stadium Ltd 

End of an Era, Freepost (SCE10139) Wembley, Middlesex HA9 OBR 


Stadium closure subject to planning consent. 



The Citizen Eco-Drive Sports Chronograph. 

Innovative and environmentally-friendly, 
this watch is powered purely by light. 

Just a few minutes is all it takes to charge 
the watch, giving Quartz accuracy without 
ever having to change the battery. And with 
its stop watch function, (accurate to 0.05 sec), 
split timer and alarm, there will definitely be 
no more unnecessary time-wasting! 


AROUND £169 


CITIZEN 


HOW THE WORLD TELLS TIME 


OFFICIAL TIMER OF THE ENGLAND TEAM. 


CALL 0118 989 0333 FOR NEAREST STOCKIST 
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one Reward Voucher saves you 
£5.00 off a purchase at the 
above stores 


Sainsbury’s 



TRANSPORT INFORMATION 


Are you aware of the excellent public transport facilities that serve Wembley? 

You may find it more convenient to make all or part of your journey using 
these services. There is a good range to choose from. 


UNDERGROUND 


Wembley Park Station (7 minutes walk) on the Metropolitan 
line services from Baker Street, Kings Cross/St. Pancras 
and Liverpool Street Stations. 

On the Jubilee line, services from Charing Cross and Baker 
Street Stations. 

Wembley Central station (10 minutes walk) on the Bakerloo 
line, services from Elephant and Castle, Charing Cross, 
Baker Street and Marylebone Stations. 


CHILTERN LINE 


Wembley Stadium Station (next door to the Complex) 
Marylebone to Birmingham on the Chiltern line. 

A number of stations on the Chiltern line are very close to 
the M40 motorway. 

You may find it convenient to park at these stations in 
particular; Bicester North, High Wycombe, 
Beaconsfield and Banbury. 

Full details may be obtained by ringing 0990 165165. 


Full details may be obtained by ringing 0171 222 1234. 


BUS 


The 18, 79, 83, 92, 182, 204, 223, 224, 297 and PR2 
services all pass close by the Wembley Complex and run to 
a wide variety of destinations. 

Full details may be obtained by ringing 0171 222 1234. 


CAR 


The map below will help you on your journey home from 
Wembley. 


Wembley Central Station (10 minutes walk) Euston to 
Watford service and the Euston to Milton Keynes and 
Northampton services. 


Full details may be obtained by ringing 0345 484950. 




Have a 
safe and 
pleasant 
journey. 




WELCOME TO WEMBLEY STADIUM 

WEMBLEY STAOWM STATION 
A WEMBLEY CENTRAL STATION 



WEMBLEY PARK STATION 

e 


ORIGINATION BY SAFFRON REPROGRAPHICS • PRINTING BY SOUTHERN PRINT 




















































pensions 


life assurance 


investments 


insurance 



The best competition 
in the world. 


Nothing compares to playing in The F.A. Cup, which 
is why the competition continues to attract the world’s 
best players. It has a unique history 
stretching back to 1871, when 15 teams 
took part and 2000 fans watched the 
first F.A. Cup Final at the Kennington 
Oval. This year’s final, sponsored by AXA, has attracted 
580 entries, and 80,000 fans will watch the final at 


Wembley along with a global TV audience of over 400 
million. AXA are proud sponsors of what is still sure- 

- ly the best club competition in the 

world. Their continued support also 
covers Youth Training programmes, 
The AXA Women’s F.A. Cup,The AXA 
Women’s Premier League, The AXA Women’s Premier 
League Cup and of course your local teams. 


REAL LIFE SUPPORTERS 

www.axa.co.uk 


This advertisement, which has been approved by AXA Sun Life Services pic, is issued by Sun Life and Provincial Holdings pic. AXA Sun Life Services pic and other members of the AXA Sun Life 
Marketing Group are regulated by the Personal Investment Authority and/or IMRO for life assurance, pensions, unit trusts and investment services. 





























